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BARBERING & COSMETOLOGY ACT and REGULATIONS  

SUPPLEMENT (2012) 
Chapter 10, Division 3 

California Business and Professions Code 
 

Editor’s Note: The following changes were made after the publication of this booklet: 
 

7303. State Board of Barbering and Cosmetology; Executive Officer 
(…) 
(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2014, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later 
enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2014 deletes or extends that date.  

Editor’s Note: The revision to the above section extends the sunset date for the Board.. 
 

Section 7316.  Practice of Barbering; Practice of Cosmetology 
(…) 
(c)(2) (2). Nail care is the practice of cutting, trimming, polishing, coloring, tinting, cleansing, manicuring, or 
pedicuring the nails of any person or massaging, cleansing, or beautifying from the elbow to the fingertips or 
the knee to the toes of any person.  

Editor’s Note: The revision to the above section now clarifies that some massage is permissible during pedicures and 
manicures. 
 

Section 7317.  Practice of Barbering, Cosmetology, or Electrolysis for Compensation Without License 
Except as provided in this article, it is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to engage in barbering, 
cosmetology, or electrolysis for compensation without a valid, unexpired license issued by the board, or in an 
establishment or mobile unit other than one licensed by the board, or conduct or operate an establishment, or 
any other place of business in which barbering, cosmetology, or electrolysis is practiced unless licensed under 
this chapter. Persons licensed under this chapter shall limit their practice and services rendered to the public to 
only those areas for which they are licensed. Any violation of this section is subject to an administrative fine 
and may be subject to a misdemeanor. 

Editor’s Note:  The revision to the above section now identifies unlicensed activity as an administrative violation that can also 
be treated as a misdemeanor. 
 

Section 7320.1. Use of Metal Instruments in Providing Manicure or Pedicure 
When providing a manicure or pedicure, no metal instruments shall be used except those metal instruments 
necessary for the cutting, trimming, manicuring, or pedicuring of nails or cuticles or for the smoothing and 
massaging of the hands and feet. 

Editor’s Note: The revision to the above section now allows metal tools to smooth and massage hands and feet. Credo blades 
and rasps are still illegal, however. 

 
Section 7352.  Handwashing Facilities 
Every establishment shall provide adequate and convenient handwashing facilities, including running water, 
soap, and towels or air hand dryers. 

Editor’s Note: The revision to the above section now allows air hand dryers in lieu of towels in handwashing facilities. 
 

Section 7410. Appeal to Disciplinary Review Committee 
(…)  
Persons appealing a citation, or their appointed representatives, may appear in person before the 
disciplinary review committee. The appellant may present written or oral evidence relating to the facts 
and circumstances relating to the citation that was issued. Following an appeal to a disciplinary review 
committee, the disciplinary review committee shall issue a decision, based on findings of fact, which 
may affirm, reduce, dismiss, or alter any charges filed in the citation. In no event shall the 
administrative fine be increased. The appellant shall be provided with a written copy of the 
disciplinary review committee's decision relating to the appeal. 

Editor’s Note: The revision to the above section clarifies the Board of Barbering and Cosmetology’s authority to accept 
appeals in writing. 
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Title 16, Division 9 

California Code of Regulations 
 

Editor’s Note: The following changes were made after the publication of this booklet: 
 

 

The following sections have been deleted: 

929. Good Cause for Failure to Appear for Examination 

962.3. Externship Curriculum for Cosmetology Students 

962.4. Externship Curriculum for Skin Care Students 

962.5. Externship Curriculum for Nail Care Students 

962.6. Externship Curriculum for Cosmetology Crossover Course for Barber Students 

The following sections have been amended as follows: 

950.1. Curriculum for Barbering Course 

(a) The curriculum for students enrolled in a barbering course shall consist of fifteen hundred (1500) hours of 
technical instruction and practical training covering all practices of a barber pursuant to Section 7316 of the 
Barbering and Cosmetology Act.  

(b) For the purpose of this section, technical instruction shall mean instruction by demonstration, lecture, 
classroom participation, or examination; practical operations shall mean the actual performance by the student 
of a complete service on another person or on a mannequin. Practical training shall mean the time it takes to 
perform a practical operation. Technical instruction and practical training shall include the following hours: 

(1) 1100 Hours of Technical Instruction and Practical Training in Hair Dressing 

The required subjects of instruction in Hair Dressing shall be completed with the minimum hours of technical 
instruction and practical operations for each subject-matter as follows: 

Hairstyling (65 hours of Technical Instruction and 240 Practical Operations): 

The subject of Hairstyling shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and procedures: Hair 
analysis, shampooing, finger waving, pin curling, comb outs, straightening, waving, curling with hot combs 
and hot curling irons and blower styling. 

Permanent Waving and Chemical Straightening (40 hours of Technical Instruction and 105 Practical 
Operations):  

The subject of Permanent Waving and Chemical Straightening shall Include, but is not limited to, the 
following techniques and procedures: Hair analysis, acid and alkaline permanent waving, chemical 
straightening including the use of sodium hydroxide and other base solutions. 

Hair Coloring and Bleaching (60 hours of Technical Instruction and 50 Practical Operations): 

The subject of Hair Coloring and Bleaching shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and 
procedures (also including, the use of semi-permanent, demi-permanent and temporary colors): Hair analysis, 
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predisposition and strand tests, safety precautions, formula mixing, tinting, bleaching, high and low lights, 
and the use of dye removers. 

Hair Cutting (20 hour of Technical Instruction and 80 Practical Operations): 

The subject of Hair Cutting shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and procedures: Use 
of scissors, razor (shaper), electrical clippers/trimmers, and thinning (tapering) shears for wet and dry cutting. 

(2) 200 Hours of Technical Instruction and Practical Training in Shaving 

The required subjects of instruction in Shaving shall be completed with the minimum hours of technical 
instruction and practical operations for each subject-matter as follows: 

Preparation and Performance (100 hours of Technical Instruction and 40 Practical Operations) 

The subject of Preparation and Performance shall include, but is not limited to the following techniques and 
procedures: Preparing the client's hair for shaving, assessing the condition of the client's skin, performing 
shaving techniques, applying after-shave antiseptic following facial services, massaging the client's face, 
rolling cream massages.  

(3) 200 Hours of Technical Instruction in Health and Safety 

The required subjects of instruction in Health and Safety shall be completed with the minimum hours of 
technical instruction for each subject-matter as follows: 

Laws and Regulations (20 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subjects of Laws and Regulations shall include, but is not limited to, the following issues: The Barbering 
and Cosmetology Act and the Board's Rules and Regulations. 

Health and Safety Considerations (45 hours of Technical Instruction) 

Health and Safety/hazardous substances including training in chemicals and health in establishments, material 
safety data sheets, protection from hazardous chemicals and preventing chemical injuries, health and safety 
laws and agencies, bacteriology and preventing communicable diseases including HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B. 

Disinfection and Sanitation (20 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Disinfection and Sanitation shall include, but is not limited to the following techniques and 
procedures: Disinfection and sanitation including proper procedures to protect the health and safety of the 
consumer as well as the technician, proper disinfection procedures for equipment used in establishments. 

Disinfection shall be emphasized throughout the entire training period and must be performed before use of 
all instruments and equipment. 

Anatomy and Physiology (15 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subjects of Anatomy and Physiology shall include, but is not limited to the following issues: Human 
Anatomy, Human Physiology. 

(c) The Board recommends that schools provide training in the area of communication skills that includes 
professional ethics, salesmanship, client record-keeping, decorum, basic tax information relating to booth 
renters, independent contractors, employees, and employers. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 7312 and 7362(b), Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 7316, 
7321.5(d)(1), 7362.5(a) and 7389, Business and Professions Code. 

950.4. Curriculum for Nail Care Course 

(a) The curriculum for students enrolled in a nail care course shall consist of not less than four hundred (400) 
hours of technical instruction and practical training covering all practices of a manicurist, pursuant to Section 
7316 of the Barbering and Cosmetology Act. 
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(b) For the purpose of this section, technical instruction shall mean instruction by demonstration, lecture, 
classroom participation, or examination; practical operations shall mean the actual performance by the student 
of a complete service on another person or on a mannequin. Practical training shall mean the time it takes to 
perform a practical operation. Technical instruction and practical training shall include the following hours: 

(1) 300 Hours of Technical Instruction and Practical Training in Nail Care 

The required subjects of instruction in Nail Care shall be completed with the minimum hours of technical 
instruction and practical operations for each subject matter as follows: 

Manicures and Pedicures (60 hours of Technical Instruction, 60 Practical Operations and 180 nails) 

The subject of Manicures and Pedicures shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and 
procedures: Water and oil manicures including hand and arm massage, complete pedicure including foot and 
ankle massage, application of artificial nails including liquid, gel, and powder brush-ons, nail tips, nail wraps 
and repairs, and nail analysis. 

(2) 100 Hours of Technical Instruction and Practical Training in Health and Safety 

The required subjects of instruction in Health and Safety shall be completed with the minimum number of 
hours of technical instruction and practical operations for each subject-matter as follows: 

Laws and Regulations (10 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Laws and Regulations shall include, but is not limited to, the following issues: The Barbering 
and Cosmetology Act and the Board's Rules and Regulations. 

Health and Safety Considerations (25 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Health and Safety shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and procedures: 
Chemistry pertaining to the practices of a manicurist including the chemical composition and purpose of nail 
care preparations. Health and Safety/Hazardous Substances, including training in chemicals and health in 
establishments, material safety data sheets, protection from hazardous chemicals and preventing chemical 
injuries, health and safety laws and agencies, ergonomics, and communicable diseases, including HIV/AIDS 
and Hepatitis B. 

Disinfection and Sanitation (20 hours of Technical Instruction and 10 Practical Operations) 

The subject of Disinfection and Sanitation shall include, but is not limited to, the following techniques and 
procedures: Procedures to protect the health and safety of the consumer as well as the technician. 

The ten required minimum operations shall entail performing all necessary functions for disinfecting 
instruments and equipment as specified in Sections 979 and 980. Disinfection shall be emphasized throughout 
the entire training period and must be performed before use of all instruments and equipment, with special 
attention given to pedicure foot spa and basin disinfection procedures detailed in Sections 980.1, 980.2 and 
980.3. 

Bacteriology, Anatomy and Physiology (10 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subjects of Anatomy and Physiology shall include, but is not limited to the following issues: 
Bacteriology, anatomy, physiology, and nail analysis and conditions. 

(c) The Board recommends that schools provide training in the area of communication skills that includes 
professional ethics, salesmanship, decorum, record-keeping, client service record cards, basic tax 
responsibilities related to independent contractors, booth renters, employees, and employers. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 7312, 7362 and 7365, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 
7316(c)(2)), 7326(d)(1), 7362, 7365 and 7389, Business and Professions Code. 
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950.5. Curriculum for Electrolysis Course 

(a) The curriculum for students enrolled in an electrology course shall consist of six hundred (600) hours of 
technical instruction and practical training covering all practices constituting the art of electrology pursuant to 
section 7316 of the Barbering and Cosmetology Act. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, technical instruction shall mean instruction by demonstration, lecture, 
classroom participation, or examination; practical operations shall mean the actual performance by the student 
of a complete service on another person. Practical training shall mean the time it takes to perform a practical 
operation. Technical instruction and practical training shall include the following hours: 

(1) 400 Hours of Technical Instruction and Practical training in Electrolysis, Thermolysis, Blend/Dual Modality 
and Electricity 

The required subjects of instruction in electrolysis, thermolysis, blend/dual modality and electricity shall be 
completed with the minimum hours of technical instruction and practical operations for each subject-matter as 
follows: 

Electrolysis (45 hours of Technical Instruction and 60 Practical Operations) 

The subject of Electrolysis shall include the study of epilation using single and multiple-needle insertion 
techniques, the use of galvanic current, skin reactions and anaphoresis and cataphoresis, and evaluating a 
client's health history for compatibility with electrolysis treatments. 

Thermolysis (45 hours of Technical Instruction and 60 Practical Operations) 

The subject of Thermolysis shall include the study of epilation using automatic and manual thermolysis 
equipment, insertion techniques, the use of high frequency current in both high and low intensities, skin 
reactions, and evaluating a client's health history for compatibility with thermolysis treatments. 

Blend/Dual Modality (45 hours of Technical Instruction and 60 Practical Operations) 

The subject of Blend/Dual Modality shall include the study of epilation using a combination of high 
frequency and galvanic currents, insertion techniques, skin reactions and anaphoresis and cataphoresis, and 
evaluating a client's health history for compatibility with Blend/Dual Modality treatments. 

Electricity (15 hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Electricity shall include the nature of electrical current; principles of operating electrical 
devices; various safety precautions to be applied when operating electrical equipment, and proper 
maintenance of equipment. 

(2) 200 Hours of Technical Instruction in Health and Safety 

The required subjects of instruction in Health and Safety shall be completed with the minimum hours of 
technical instruction for each subject-matter as follows: 

Laws and Regulations (20 Hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Laws and Regulations shall include, but is not limited to, the following issues: The Barbering 
and Cosmetology Act and the Board's Rules and Regulations. 

Health and Safety Considerations (45 Hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Health and Safety shall include, but is not limited to, bacteriology, and HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, 
herpes, staphylococcal infections and other communicable diseases and their prevention, ergonomics, 
electrical safety and material safety data sheets. 

Sterilization (20 Hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subject of Sterilization shall include, but is not limited to, the study of proper procedures and techniques 
for protecting the health and safety of the consumer as well as the technician, and sanitizing equipment used 
in establishments. 



vi 

Sterilization and sanitation shall be emphasized throughout the entire training period and must be performed 
on all instruments and equipment before use. Sterilization times and dates should be monitored and be 
recorded. 

Anatomy and Physiology (20 Hours of Technical Instruction) 

The subjects of Anatomy and Physiology shall include but is not limited to human anatomy and physiology, 
dermatology and the analysis of skin and hair, and the study of the circulatory, nervous, and endocrine 
systems. 

(c) The Board recommends that schools provide training in the area of communication skills that includes 
professional ethics, consultation, pre- and post-treatment care, salesmanship, decorum, record keeping, client 
service records, business skills, and basic tax information relating to independent contractors, employees and 
employers. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 7312 and 7362, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 7316(d f), 
7330(d)(1), 7362, 7366, and 7389, Business and Professions Code 

972. Disciplinary Guidelines 
In reaching a decision on a disciplinary action under the Administrative Procedure Act (Government Code 
Section 11400 et seq.), the board shall consider the disciplinary guidelines entitled "Disciplinary Guidelines" 
(October 2010 Edition) which are hereby incorporated by reference. Deviation from these guidelines, including 
the standard terms of probation, is appropriate where the board in its sole discretion determines that the facts of 
the particular case warrant such a deviation -for example: the presence of mitigating factors; the age of the case; 
evidentiary problems. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 7312, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 7404, Business and 
Professions Code. 

974. Schedule of Administrative Fines 

 (a) An administrative fine may be assessed for violations of the specified sections of the Business and 
Professions Code and Division 9 of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations as follows: 

Section 1st 
Violation 

2nd 
Violation 

3rd 
Violation Waivable 

7313. Access to Establishment for Inspection 250 500 750 No

7317. Unlicensed Establishment 500 1,000 1,000 No

7317. Unlicensed Individual 1,000 1,000 1,000 No

7317. Expired Establishment License 250 300 500 No

7317. Expired Individual License 250 300 500 No

7317. Individual Working in an Expired Establishment 25  50 100 No

7317. Individual Working in an Unlicensed Establishment 250 300 500 No

7320. Practice of Medicine 1,000 1,000 1,000 No

7320.1. Use of Illegal Metal Instruments  250 500 500 No

7320.2. Illegal Treatment Methods 500  500 500 No

7336. No Supervision of Apprentice  100 150 200 No
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7348. No Licensee in Charge of Establishment  100 150 200 No

7349. Employing Unlicensed Persons  1,000 1,000 1,000 No

7349.1. IIlegal Use of a Barber Pole  25   50 100 No

7350. Establishment – Residential Use/Entrance/Prohibited  
Use 

 50 100 150 No

7351. Restroom Requirement – Clean/Storage/Floor/Vented  50 100 150 No

7352. No Soap/Towels or Air Hand Dryers in Hand 
Washing Facilities 

 50 100 150 No

7358. No Licensee in Charge of Mobile Unit 100 150 200 No

7359. Employing Unlicensed Person in Mobile Unit 1,000 1,000 1,000 No

7360. Mobile Unit – Residential/Prohibited Use 50 100 150 No

7400. No Change of Address Notice Filed 50 100 150 No

7404(l).  Interference with Inspection 200 300 500 No

904(d). No Photographic Identification Available 50 100 150 No

905. Consumer Info. Not Posted/Incorrect Size of Print  
(Health & Safety) 

50 100 150 No

920. Apprentice Training Records Not Available/Incomplete 100 150 200 No

965. Display of Licenses 50 100 150 No

978(a)(1), (a)(2),(a)(3),(a)(4). Receptacles, Cabinets and 
Containers 

50 100 150 No

978(a)(5). Insufficient Disinfectant in Container for Total 
Immersion 

100 150 200 No

978(a)(6). No Steam/Dry Heat Sterilizer for Electrology 
Instruments 

500 1,000 1,500 No

978(b). No Disinfectant Solution Available for Use 250 300 500 No

978(c). No Manufacturer-Labeled Container for Disinfectant 250 300 500 No

979. Disinfecting Non-Electrical Instruments and 
Equipment 

100 250 500 No

980(a). Incorrect Disinfection of Electrical Items 100 250 500 No

980(b). Incorrect Storage of Electrical Disinfected Items 50 100 150 No

980.1. Incorrect Disinfection of Pedicure Spas (Per Chair) 500 500 500 No

980.1(c)(7). 
980.1(d)(8). Incorrect/Missing Log 
980.1(e)(4). 

100 150 200 No

980.2. Incorrect Disinfection of “Pipeless” Footspas (Per 
Unit) 

500 500 500 No

980.2(b)(7). 
980.2(c)(6). Incorrect/Missing Log 
980.2(d)(3). 

100 150 200 No

980.3. Incorrect Disinfection of “Non-Whirlpool Foot 
Basin” (Per Unit)  

100 150 200 No

980.3(b)(6). Incorrect/Missing Log 50 100 150 No



981(a). No Disposal of Non-Disinfected Items 100 150 200 No

981(b). Carry Instruments or Supplies in or on Garments 50 100 150 No

982. Incorrect Sterilization of Electrology Instruments  100 150 200 No

983. Personal Cleanliness 50 100 150 No

984. Work on Person with Infectious/Communicable 
Disease 

100 250 500 No

985. No Use of Neck Strips or Towel 50 100 150 No

986. Neck Dusters/Brushes Not Clean or Sanitary 50 100 150 No

987. Towels  50 100 150 No

988. Liquids, Creams, Powders and Cosmetics 50 100 150 No

989. Prohibited Hazardous Substance/Use of Product 500 500 500 No

990. Headrests and Treatment Tables 50 100 150 No

991. Performing Invasive Procedures 500 500 500 No

992. Performing Invasive Skin Peeling/Dermis 500 500 500 No

993. Prohibited Instruments 300 400 500 No

994. Cleanliness and Repair 50 100 150 No

995(b),(c),(d),(e). Plumbing Standards 50 100 150 No

(b) A violation indicated in subdivision (a) as not waivable means that the Board, in its discretion, has 
determined that the violation cannot be corrected pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 7407, and 
therefore that the fine for the first violation may not be avoided as provided for in Section 7409 of the Business 
and Professions Code. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 7312, 7406 and 7407, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 
7406, 7407 and 7409, Business and Professions Code. 

995. Building Standards 

(a) Establishments and schools shall have a system of adequate ventilation in accordance with Part 2, Section 
1203, Title 24, California Code of Regulations. 

(b) A supply of hot and cold running water shall be provided in accordance with Part 5, Section 601.5.1, Title 
24, California Code of Regulations. 

(c) Establishments and schools shall supply potable drinking water in accordance with Part 5, Section 601.5.3, 
Title 24, California Code of Regulations. 

(d) Establishments and schools shall provide hand washing facilities in accordance with Part 5, Section 601.5.2, 
Title 24, California Code of Regulations. 

(e) Establishments and schools shall provide public toilet rooms in accordance with Part 5, Sections 412.7, 
412.8, and Table No. 4-1, Title 24, California Code of Regulations. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 7312, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 7312(e) and 7352, 
Business and Professions Code. 
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999. Charge for Dishonored Check 

The charge for the return of a personal check without payment shall be an amount set by the Department of 
Consumer Affairs in accordance with the laws of the State of California. This charge is required in addition to 
the reimbursement of the dishonored check. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 7312, Business and Professions Code.  Reference: Section 1719, Civil Code; 
Section 6157, Government Code. 
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